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Beliefs and Principles of the John Birch Society 



EXTENSION OP REMARKS 

OF 

HON. JOHN H. ROUSSELOT 

OP CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 1962 

Mr, ROUSSELOT, Mr- Speaker, many 
of my colleagues have questioned me 
concerning the beliefs and principles of 
the John Birch Society. For their bene- 
fit, under unanimous consent I insert 
those beliefs and principles in the Ap- 
pendix of the Record, 

General Beliefs and PaiNcxpLEs OF the John 
3iRCrt Society 



With very few exceptions the members Of 
the John Birch Society are deeply religious 
people, A member's particular faith is en- 
tirely ms own affair. Gur hope Is to make 
better Catholics, better Protestants, better 
Jews— or bVttcr Moslems — out of those who 
belong to the society. Our never-ending con- 
cern is with morality, integrity, and purpose, 
regardless of the differences between ub in 
creed and dogma, we all believe "that man Is 
endowed by a Divine Creator with an innate 
desire and conscious purpose to improve both 
his world and himself. We believe that the 
direction which constitutes improvement is 
clearly visible and identifiable throughout 
man's known history, md that this God- 
given upward reach in the heart of man is 
a composite conscience to which we all must 
listen. 

II 

■We believe that the Communists seek to 
drive their slaves and themselves along 
exactly the opposite and downward direc- 
tion, to the Sat rime debasement Of both 
Than and his universe. We believe that 
communism Is as utterly incompatible with 
a3J religion as it is contemptuous of all 
morahty and destructive ol all lreedom. It 
is intrinsically evil. It must be opposed, 
therefore, with c<;ual firmness, on religious 
grounds, moral grounds, and political 
grounds. We believe that the continued 
coexistence ol communism and a Christian- 
style civilization on one planet is Impossible. 
The struggle between them must end with 
one completely triumphant and the other 
completely destroyed. We Intend to do our 
fi£.K'i therefore, to halt, weaken, rout, and 
eventually to bury, the whole international 
Communist conspiracy 

in 

We beheve that means are as Important 
as ends In any civilized society. Of ah the 
falsehoods that have been so widely and 
deliberately circulated about us, none is so 
viciously untrue as the charge that we ftrfi 
veiling to condone foul means for the sake 
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of achieving praiseworthy ends. We think 
that communism as a way of life, for In- 
stance, is completely wrong: but our ulti- 
mate quarrel with the Communists is that 
they insist on imposing that way of life on 
the rest of us by murder, treason, and cruelty 
rather than by persuasion. Even if our own 
use of force ever becomes necessary and 
morally acceptable because it Is in self-de- 
fense, we must never lose sight of the legal, 
traditional, and humanitarian considerations 
of a compassionate civilization. The Com- 
munists recognize no such compulsions, but 
this very ingredient of amoral brutishness 
will help to destroy them in the end. 

IV 

We believe in patriotism. Most of us will 
gladly concede that a parliament of nations, 
designed for the purpose of increasing the 
freedom and ease with which individuals, 
ideals, and goods might cross national boun- 
daries, would oe desirable. And we hope 
that in some future decade we may help to 
bring about such a step of progress In man's 
pursuit of peace, prosperity, and happiness. 
But wc feel that the present United Nations 
was designed by its founders for the exactly 
opposite purpose of increasing the rigidity 
of Government controls over the lives and 
affairs of individual men. We believe it has 
become, as It was intended to become, a 
major instrumentality for the establish- 
ment of a one-world Communist tyranny 
over the population of the whole earth. One 
of our most immediate objectives, therefore, 
is to get the United States out of the United 
Nations, and the United Nations out of the 
United States. We seek thus to save our 
own country from the gradual and piecemeal 
surrender of its sovereignty to this Com- 
munist-controlled supergovernment, and to 
stop giving onr support to the steady en- 
slavement of other people through the 
machinations Of this Communist agency, 
v 

We believe that a constitutional Republic, 
such as our Pounding Fathers gave us, fa 
probably the best of all forms of government. 
We believe that a democracy, which they 
tried hard to obviate, and Into which the 
liberals have been trying for 50 years to con- 
vert our Republic, is one of the worst of all 
forms of government. We call attention to 
the fact that up to 1928 the U.S, Army Train- 
ing Manual still gave our men in uniform 
the following quite accurate definition, 
which would have heen thoroughly approved 
by the Constitutional Convention that estab- 
lished our Republic. "Democracy: A Govern- 
ment of the masses. Authority derived 
through mass meeting or any form of direct 
expression results in mobocracy. Attitude 
toward property is communistic — negating 
property rights. Attitude towards Jaw is that 
the will of the majority shall regulate, 
whether it be based upon deliberation or 
governed by passion, prejudice, and impulse. 





without restraint or regard to consequences. 
Results in demagoglsm, license, agUatlon, 
discontent, anarchy*" It is because all his- 
tory proves this to be true that we repeat 
so emphatically: H Thls is a Republic, not a 
democracy; let's keep it that way/' 

VI 

We are opposed to collectivism as a politi- 
cal and economic system, even when it does 
not have the police-state features of commu- 
nism. We are opposed to it no matter 
whether the collectivism be called socialism 
or the welfare state or the New Deal or the 
Fair Deal or the New Frontier, or advanced 
under some other semantic disguise. And 
wc are opposed to it no matter what may be 
the framework or form of government und&r 
which collectivism is Imposed, We believe 
that increasing the size of government, in- 
creasing the centralization of government, 
and increasing the functions of government 
all act as brakes on material progress and as 
destroyers of personal freedom. 

vir 

We believe that even where the size and 
functions of government are properly 
limited, as much of the power and duties of 
government as possible should be retained 
in the hands of as small governmental units 
as possible, as close to the people served by 
such units as possible* For the tendencies 
of any governing body to waste, expansion, 
and despotism ail increase wi;h the distance 
of that body from the people governed; the 
more closely any governing body can be kept 
under observation by those who pay its bills 
and provide Its delegated authority, the more 
honestly responsible it will be. And the dif- 
fusion of governmental power and functions 
is one of the greatest safeguards against 
tyranny man has yet devised. For this rea- 
son It is extremely important in our case to 
Keep our township, cfty, County and State 
governments from being bribed nnd coerced 
Into comlrg under one direct chain of control 
from Washington, 

vni 

We believe that for any people eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty far more as 
against the insidious encroachment of inter- 
nal tyranny than against the danger of sub- 
jugation from the outside or from the pros- 
pect of any sharp and decisive revolution. 
In a republic we must constantly seek to 
elect and to keep In power a government we 
can trust, manned by people we can trust, 
maintaining a currency we can trust, and 
working for purposes wc can trust (none of 
which we have today) . We think it is even 
more important for the government to obey 
the laws than for the people to do so. But 
for 30 years we have had a steady stream of 
governments which increasingly have re- 
garded our laws and even our Constitution 
as mere pieces of paper* which should not be 
allowed to stand in the way ci what they, In 
their omniscient benevolence, considered to 

war ■ <p H... - 



be "for the greatest good of the grej 
number.' 1 (Or in their power -seeking 
pretended so to believe.) We want 
toration of a "government of laws, and not 
of men" In this country; and if a few im- 
peachments are necessary to bring that 
about, then wc are all for the Impeachments. 

IX 

We believe that in a general way history 
repeats itself. For any combination of 
causes, similar to an earlier combination of 
causes, will lead as a rule to a combination 
of results somewhat similar to the one pro- 
duced before. And history is simply a series 
of causes which produced results, and so on 
around cycles as clearly discernible as any 
of the dozens that take place elsewhere in 
the physical and biological sciences. But we 
believe that the most important history con- 
sists not of the repetitions but of the changes 
in these recurring links In the series. For 
the changes mark the extent to which man 
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has either been able to improve himself and 
his environment, or has allowed both to 
deteriorate, since the last time around. We 
think that^his true history is largely deter- 
mined by ambitious individuals (both good 
and evil) and by small minorities who really 
know what they want. And in the John 
Birch Society our sense of gratitude and re- 
sponsibility (to God and to the noble men 
of the past), for what we have inherited 
makes us determined to exert our influence, 
labor, and sacrifice for changes which we 
think will constitute improvement, 
x 

In summary, we are striving, by all hon- 
orable means at our disposal and to the 
limits of our energies and abilities, to bring 
about less government, more responsibility, 
and a better world. Because the Commu- 
nists seek, always and everywhere, to bring 
about more government, leas individual re- 
sponsibility, and a completely amoral world, 
we would have to oppose them at every turn, 
even on the philosophical level. Because 



r are seeking through a gigantically or- 
rtzed conspiracy to destroy all opposition, 
'must fight them even more aggressively 
on the plane of action. But our struggle 
with the Communists, while the most urgent 
and important task before us today, is 
basically only incidental to our more im- 
portant long-range and constructive pur- 
poses. For that very reason wc are likely to 
be more effective against the Communists 
than if we were merely an ad hoc group seek- 
ing to expose and destroy so huge and power- 
ful a gang of criminals. In organization, 
dedication, and purpose We offer a new form 
of opposition to the Communiats which they 
have not faced in any otner country. We 
have tried to raise a standard to which the 
wise and the honest can repair. We wel- 
come all honorable allies in this present 
unceasing war. And we hope that once they 
and we and millions like us have won a deci- 
sive victory at last, many of these same allies 
will Join us in our long look toward the 
future. 



John Birch Society Investigated 



EXTENSION OP REMARKS 

OF 

HON. JOHN H. ROUSSELOT 

OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 14, 1962 . 

Mr. ROUSSELOT. Mr. Speaker, the 
Efficiency Research Bureau, a private 
investigating firm, has completed a 
thorough investigation of the John Birch 
Society in Orange County, Calif. . Find- 
ings of the Bureau are reported in the 
March 1962, issue of the Santa Ana 
Register, a newspaper published in 
Orange County. I believe the findings 
will be of interest to my colleagues. Un- 
der unanimous consent I place the report 
which appeared in the Register in the 
Appendix of the Congressional Record. 

The report follows: 

John Birch Society Investigated 
A private investigating firm, Efficiency Re- 
search Bureau, 800 South Harbor Boulevard, 
Anaheim, conducted a thorough investiga- 
tion of the John Birch Society in Orange 
County, Calif. Efficiency Research Bureau 
was hired by the president of a local manu- 
facturing firm to make an impartial study. 
644926—84733 



A five -man team of investigators, including 
a Negro clergyman, sat in on numerous Birch 
meetings and accumulated a wealth of data 
on the organization and its operation. The 
following are the 14 conclusions to which 
the Investigating team came, based upon 
their extensive research: 

1. Many of the allegations and rumors 
against the John Birch Society could not be 
supported by fact. 

2. The John Birch Society is an anti-Com- 
munist movement open to anyone interested 
in joining or attending meetings. 

3. It's not a secret organization, but rather 
groups meeting for discussion of views and 
ways In which to fight the international 
Communist conspiracy. 

4. The majority of John Birch Society 
members don't support or agree with many 
of the statements of Robert Welch, the so- 
ciety's founder; they seldom- disagree with 
him on policy. 

5. Each chapter is independent and each 
member cooperates with chapter, State and 
national views according to the dictates of 
his own conscience. 

6. Efficiency Research Bureau Investigators 
attending these meetings have found groups 
as small as 15 and as large as 59 at a 
single meeting. About 15 seemed to be 
preferred. 

7 All indications show that the uOhn 
Birch Society anti-Communist movement is 
growing continuously and steadily. 



8. Utilizing both white and colored in- 
vestigators, it was learned the John Birch 
Society isn't anti-Semitic, anti-Negro, or 
anti any religious group. That they, in fact, 
have chapters comprised entirely of colored 
membership. Also, it was found John Birch 
Society has Jewish members on the national 
advisory council. 

9. Investigators found no evidence of vio- 
lence or unlawful activity engaged in by 
the John Birch Society. 

10. Investigators did learn that there were 
individuals who carried personal prejudices 
with them into the organization. It was 
learned John Birch Society works to isolate 
persons with such prejudice. If a whole 
chapter is found to share certain prejudices 
the area coordinators try to disseminate such 
groups. 

11. Investigators learned there is a John 
Birch Society major coordinator for Orange, 
Los Angeles, and San Bernardino Counties 
and he has two coordinators directly under 
him. 

12. Investigators expected to find a dic- 
tatorship and didn't find it. 

13. The society as a whole works very 
hard to make sure that John Birch Society 
isn't used as a vehicle to promote preju- 
dices. 

14. Investigative work included checking 
out documented information by factfinding 
groups which is used as a basis for some John 
Birch Society work. 



These sheets are available, in any quantity, 
at one cent each. Order from 
The John Birch Society, Belmont 78, Massachusetts 
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Memorandum 



TO 



Director, FBI 



date: 10/30/62 




subject: 



le Rock (100-3396) 

JOHN^IRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



RE' 




Ill 

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are the origina l 



and^ four conies of letterhead me morandum captioned 



] 



Enc losed 



Houston, Texas^ . 
ptterhead memorandum for 
address is listed as 



to Houston is one copy of this* 

information inasmuch as I 
Houston, Texas ♦ A copy of this letterhead memorandum has 
been furnished to U. S. Attorney, Little Rock; however, no 
copy is being furnished to INTC, Little Rock, since they 
are the source of the information. MEMBER OF SUBJECT ORGANIZATION 



The confidential source referr ed to bv[ 
in the attached letterhead memorandum is 



J 



J 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 




^ For the information of the Bureau, thel fcLrkansas _ 

) T^n utemen Association referred to in the attached letterhead 
memorandum is not an organisation as such; however, it is 
another name utilized by the/pi j i e Bluff . Arkansas . Klayern 
of thelfassociatiQn_pf Arkansas Klahs Qf the Ku Klux Kl'an. 



File Where Located 




ORMANTS 
Identity of Informant 
LR T-l is 



J b7D 



The sources utilized in the characterization 
the Association of Arkansas Klans are as follows: 




b6 
b7C 
.-b7D 



REG- 55 



kolumbia, South Carolina^- 2 

| of Horry County, 



2 - Bureau (En 
1 - Houston ( 
1 - Little Roc 




J777 



[ 



60NOVJ1M 



, t REGISTERED MAIL) 
) (REGISTERED MA 

REQ. REC'D -y - , b6 

DATE FORW. $ 'fc* - b7C 

HOW FORW^- ty^ „ 

BY — tyH'S''"**- 



13 OCT 8 1 1962 



LR 100-3396 



South Carolina 



b7D 



2 




mUh §tatca Heparfmettt of «ma? 

literal Sliitmu* of J-rtutattgattaw 

215 U. S. Post Office 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
October 30, 1962 



...I 
j Houston^ Texas 



On October 24, 1962, | | 112th 

INTC Group, Little Rock, Arkansas , advised that he had 

received the following information from a confidential 
source: 



Houston, 



Texas, has contacted members of the John Birch Society 
and the Arkansas Minutemen Association in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, and has attempted to purchase a n unspec ified 
amount of arms and ammunition from them. I | claims 

to be a member of the John Birch Society in Texas and 
also a member of other unspecified right-wing organizations • 



On October 19, 1962, 



Pi ne Bluff Arsenal (PBA) , Arsenal, Arkansas, re - 
ported thatl I 

" land 



is assigned by that organiza tion as \ 

I 1 that | | had de- 

signed* I I severax weens ago but was 

found not to have the necessary security clearance for 

access to the project - Upon checking with the United 

States Air Force, | 



it was discovered that the 
arcnitecturax engineering contract had been awarded to an 
uncleared company and that the mistake had come about by 
nonfiiRinirl j 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



rtiich 

is a ciearea lacinty under tne cognizance ox tne united 
States Air Force* The cognizant agency is presently in 
t.hfr nrnnftss nf clearing I I 

| is not presently working l I but has been 

instructed by his company to remain in | | 
until they can get him properly cleared. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED MCLQ3UM 
HEREIN IS UHCUSSHI2D 



- /777 



Re: 



i i 

| Houston, Texas 



LR T-l advised on S eptember 18, 1962, that on the 
nig ht of I | the regular monthly meeting of 

the | I of the John Birch Society was held 

at the I I 
Arkansas* There was a guest visitor at this meeting. Th is 
guest was identified as j I 



b6 
b7C 

I I seemed to be well versed in regard b7D 

to the John Birch Societ y. LR T-l a dvised that the John 
Birch Society Chapter in I I continues to be led by 

members of the Association of Arkansas Klans of the Ku 
Klux Klan, a characterization of which is contained in the 
appendix hereto. 



- 2 - 



tm .tit w 



ASSOCIATION OF ABKAJi KXA24S 
OF THE KW ULUX KLAN » AA K > 

A source advised on April 22 f 1959, as follows: 

AAK was formed on April 21, 1959 5 at Pine Bluff , 
Arkansas^ for the purpose of promoting white supremacy and 
segregation of the races but violence was disavowed, Leaders 
of AAK. were previously members of the Original Knights o f the 



Ku Kiux Klan (OKKKK) 3 _____ _ _ 

OKKKK for the State of 'Arkansas, was carried over as the 
Grand Dragon of the new organization AAK. A source advised 
that on August 11, 1960 , I ] disavowed violence b7C 



of 

b6 



Another source advised t hat on January 21, ,1962 „ the new f 

~}ismvowed violence 



xs the I I of the AAK, Another source stated 

the ritual used by OKKKK is taken from the "Kloran" of the 
Association of South Carolina Klans of the Ku Kiux Klan 
(ASCK) , 

Regarding the ASCK, the following is noted: 

A source sdvisec; cn September 24, 1956, thgt the 
ASCK was organized isi the fall ef 1955 2nd is patterned after 
the Association of Carolina Klans (ACK.) . The source stated 
the ASCK is a new organ izat ion and not a re -birth of the ACK, 
although ail high-ranking officials of the ASCK had been, members 
of the ACK, The announced purposes of this organization are to 
promote white supremacy and to combat integration of races; 
however } the use of violence is disavowed, 

A source advised on September 2, 1950, that the ACS 
was composed of groups formerly members of the Association of 
Georgia Kl&ns (AGK) ? and although the ACK severed all connections 
with the AGK on November 14, 1949, the ideals, purposes arid 
policies of the two organizations remained identical- The AC% 
became defunct after conviction and imprisonment of its highest- 
official and other members in 1952, 

The AGK has been designated bv the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10430, 



ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



10/31/02 



SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (100- new) 



THE TWIN CITY COMMITTEE TO WARN 
b6 07 THE ARRIVAL OF COMMUNIST 

b?c IMPORTS ON THE LOCAL BUSINESS 



(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

There are enclosed herewith six copies of a Letter- 
head Memorandum for the Bureau setting forth information con- 
cerning the above captioned committee. 

In addition, two copies of this Letterhead Memoranda* 
are being furnished the Miami Office for information concerning 
the National Committee to Warn of the Arrival of Communist 
Imports on the Local Business Scene. 



Mr. I I employed as an I I b6 

man by the Standard Oil Company, 2S00 Way sat a Boulevard, K 7 r 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, is the sourc e refer red to in the , 7 

enclosed Letterhead Memorandum. Mr . | H voluntarily con- D/u 

tacted the Minneapolis Office. 

The enclosed information is being furnished to the 
Bureau and Miami for information concerning the above group 
which has recently begun the dissemination of cards in retail i 
outlets to discourage the sale of goods Imported from communist 

countries. , Y 

V 

Minneapolis Office Indice s are negat ive concerning <v 
the thiwi caatimmmd flwitt- . it«| — I i» identified b6 , 
as Mrs. I l (Mrs.~ 1 I b7c V 

< V\ 

3 - Bureau (Enc. 6) (RM) 

«£l> JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY) 

2 - Miami TffloTnninc7^riRM) , 

(1 - National Committee to Warn of the Arrival of ^ 

Communist Imports on the Local Business Scene) < 

(1 - JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY) x 

2 - Minneapolis 

(1 - JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY) (100-12314) ft 

T7i— J . , &^/o¥¥o/~ 

fy h '• rj- ; ; ujT" not recorded 

. ^ ^^^-203 NOV 8 1962 
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UNITED STATES GOVE1 



Memoranda 




lA/i i * 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. DeLoac^|r 



date: 11-6-62 



■* ff - 

■M 

Toison — 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Gale 




b6 
b7C 



Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 
Holmes 



NE W YORK 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED. v _ . 

By letter dated November 1st the captioned individual forwarded 
material sent to Project Alert, Box 392, Oyster Bay, New York, with a return 
address on the envelope of K. A. C. , Box 3094, Los Jttgeles 54, California. 
Correspondent descj^bes this material as hate literature, and it is noted that 
the Bureau 1 s poste r,/%jVhat You Can Do To Fight Communism, M was included 
in this literature. The sentence, "Attack bigotry and prejudice wher^efr they 
appear; justice for all is the bulwark of democracy, M was altered with the 
words CORE and NAACP written over the words bigotry and prejudice. The 
correspondent also states he is proud to have sold many, many copies of the 
Directors book, "Masters of Deceit, " and he follows this with the statement 
he is also proud to be a member of the JohirBlrch Society. 

Included among the enclosures was an item from "The Tablet" 
of 6-2-62 which reported that an anticommunist speaker banned from the 
campus of State University College at Oyster Bay, had been threatened with 
a libel suit if he continued to report the fact that he was banned. This ^article 

as this individ ual whose i llustrated antieommuiilst 

I penned the notation on this 



;ele 



described Mr. _ _ 
talk was canceled without good reason, 
article, "Mr. Hoover, this is for those who do not believe in an internal 
threat !" 




By letter dated October 15th correspondent requested the 
Director's comments concerning the John Birch Society and was advised 
that the Bureau does not make evaluations. 



RECOMMENDATION : 



0- 




In view of the correspondent's irrational nature and the bigoted 
itaiions made on his enclosures, it is recommended no acknowleSgnTSrfP'te®* - 
m*44>fjim letter. , : , _ _ ■ f L3 N()\f a ^ 



ATtACHED 



NOV 15 1962 



7 b6 
J b7C 



t 



4 



4-528 



CHANGED TO, 



DEC 3 13£3 



G7 



ALL INFOP,KATT~, o CONT|INED 



OPTIONAL FORM NtX 10 ^ 



IVERNMENT - jSc ^, 3 s;r:ein;H su::-:=?.ity 

Memorandum ZZfSZZF 11 "*™ 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



FROM 
b6 
b7C 



Director, FBI 



date: 1-10<>3 




Jbegal Attache, Madrid (I63-II7) (P. ) 



subject: 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
FPC 



VP 



fpn 1-8-6^ f 



requested background information regarding the John Birch 
SocietjTJtkOnly limited information is available regarding b6 
this organization in the files of Legat, Madrid. 

It is accordingly requested that the Bureau furnish 
suitable background information including identities of -the 
officers, regarding the John^Birch Society ([for dissemination 
to the Spanish 



>anish author itiest]V, 



3 - Bureau (l 
1 - Mad rid 

r~ — 1 

TO ' 



- Liaison Section) 




1 




a -its * 



17 JAN ^ 1963 




1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 



Legal Attach*, Madrid (163-117) 

EX- 118 KEO-U 

Bireetor, FBI (62-104401) - / ST 6 < J 
JOHN BIKCH 80CIITT 



January 22, 1963 



b6 
b7C 



Reurlat 1/10/63. 

la accordance vita year reaueat there 
are traaaaltted herewith aft original aad ana copy 
of a Memoranda* setting forth background iaf ©r- 
aatlon concerning tho John Birch Soclaty aad lta 
foandar, Robert B, V. Welch, Jr. You may das ire 
to make tho oncloaod copy aval labia to your 
source. 

In vie* of tho fact too Bureau haa not 
investigated tho Society, a current llat of national 
officers of the Society ia not available. 

m 



1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (route throjjg« for review) 



Tolson _ 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan — 

Conrad 

DeLoach — 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen ____ 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 



; 1 



<\ V ¥■ 




b6 
b7C 



MAIL ROOM 



1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 
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tbb job* smct Bocirrr 



Tha John Blreh sooloty (JBi) and its torn**™, 
Bobsrt H. V. wolob, Jr. , bars Mat baas iavostigatod ay tola 
Bursas* Tha following information is sat forth concerning 
JBS and Wolob, 
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Background 



the society 



Tha society was org aslsod Is Indianapolis, Indiana, 
in Dooembor, 199$, by Bobsrt M. W. Walob, Jr. , a wealthy 
candy aanuf aotaror of Belmont, Wassaobasotts, to further 



Welch* a antic 



1st eanyaign. It was incorporated on 



December 23, Xtts, as a nonmref it assises* organisation 
under tha lass of tha Stats of Massachusetts *nd was 
assigned Charter Rsaber 634-300. The offlosrs wars llstsd 
as Bobsrt Welch, President ssd Treasurer, aad Illon H. Lorett, 
Clark (Secretary). The Direotere were llstad as Mary M. 
Wblta, Eobort Welsh and Bliss M. Lorett. tbo Incorporators 
soro llstod as Bobsrt Walob; Marias Presort Walob (wife of 
Xeeert Welsh); Bliss B. &**•«*> Vary B. Whits; Bliss Bosglas 
Baew, also bsoss as Mrs. Btssloy Camas tmes, formerly 
Mr a. Alexander (bicker; Philip L. Joskins j ssd Jul la t to X>. 
Quild. All of tbo aforementioned aro rosldosts of tbo 
Boa torn, aaseeebusotts, area. Tbo alas ssd purposes of tbo 
orgasisatlos soro llstod as ts presets civic istarost In 
national and la tar national affairs by as educational program 
and tba eol loot ion and dissoslsstion of 11 tor a tor a far 
adsoatlonal purposes. Wolob bas ebaraotorisod tba long- 
rasga objective of tbla Sooloty as "lass government, more 
responsibility and a battar world* * 

According to aeespaper seeesnte, JBg at the 
beginning of 1961 bad ehaptsrs in approximately 36 statas 
and it was estimated tbo sooloty slgbt bars 100,000 members 
by tbo ssd of 1961, According to a press announcement da tad 
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August 23, 1962, * rsa r s— atat Its of lib* Sooioty in 
Los Aagolos, California, statod oa August 23, 1VS2, that 
tbo Soeloty *s aatieaal Mrtirrtly had aore thaa doubled 
is the previous year. In a s ta t— a t issued by the above 
represents t ire it was reported that It uas laterestlag to 
note the Society bad eajeyed particularly heavy aeabersMp 
increases with "«aeh aatloaal setbeea sues as tao Cabaa 
situation, Eataaga, Laos, tao stool maadato, tao »t»ck 
market co nf usion aad whoa tao Society has booa poblicly 
attacked." Accord lag to tao above release, a spokesman 
at tbo aatloaal hesdguarters of tao Soeloty deeliaed to 
comment oa tao reported laoroaso la aoabirshlp or to stato 
tbo aumber of members which tao Society tboa bad. Tbo most 
preaowaoed actirlty oa tbo part of Welch aad tbo Society, 
la tbo past, la V*leh*s aatieesjeuaist campaign bas booa 
ebargos of eemmwaists beiag la high Oovorsaoat posltioas, 
Including former Presides* weight V. llseahewer. Oao of tbo 
most recent major activities la this regard bas booa tbo 
calling for tao iaposebaoat of Cbiof Justice Sari Warroa of 
tbo Baited States Supreme Court. 

Background Oomcoralag Voleh 

Iafermatlea available to this Bureau dlsolosos tbo 
last baoaa of f loo addross of Volob as sola* SSS Coaoord 
Avowee, Belmeat, aaasaobasotts, froa which lltorataro of 
tbo Society is aallod aad distributed, newspaper accounts 
hare quoted Volob aa stmt lag that bo is tbo absolute boss of 
tbo Sooioty aad as saying tbo Society muet bo raa by a **hard- 
bollod, dictatorial aad dynamic boss. " 

A description of tbo taetles employed by belch la 
carrying oa tao actlYltios of tbo Soeloty la sooa la tbo 
statoaoat of Spraille Bradoa, tao former Vol tod Statos Ambaamador 
aad a asabor of tbo Soeloty r s eouaall, aa ousted la aa artlolo 
oa tbo Sooioty which appeared la tao press oa larch 30, 1961. 
la this artlolo Bradoa statod bo did aot agroo vlth Welch's 
ebargo agaiast Presldeat Slsoal n ss i 1 ; that Volob May exaggerate 
semetimea; hot M Vboa yew* re la a barroom brawl, ao holds aro 
bar rod. Too dea't fight by tbo uarewl* of Qaooasborry rules." 
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THE JQHH BHtOI SOCUTT 



On Horaebar 30, 1961, Mob nada n atataaant at 
a rally In Aaatin, Taxaa, that *A aaaa** at ivaly *aw thousand 
eoaamnlata, coaeaatratad la hay daanr tana ta"af tha Gararnaant 
hav* takan tha Baltad Stataa Vtnadiljr dawn tha road to 
pom i ialan...." Valch «aa call ad ana* ta tarn avar to thla 
Baraan tha fact* la hi* aooannalen and tha aoaroaa tharaof 
which might aatahllah that oar tain Oararaaaat *n#loyaan 
ara aanbara af tha C aaa ma lat rarty; howavar, to data, Valch 
haa not caanmnieata4 with thla Baraaa to annaly each 
information. 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104-01 



UNITED STATES >VERNMENT 

Memorandum 




Director, FBI (62-104401) 



je< Denver (62-1623) 



date: Jan. 15, 1963 



SUBJECT 



O 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
] COLORADO 



WW**"*TGS CONTAINED v 



MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION QONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



The Bureau has been furnished newspaper clippings 
regarding a feud developing in the small faming community of 
J Colorado, as a result of a signboard placed on 
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a farmer and native of the[ 



property by[ 

area. The sign contains the following: 

"Save Our Republic! Impeach E arl Warren . 
For information write* QC0C, | | Colo. 

Join - John Birch Society f" 



to 



On Dec scab er 24, 1962, 



] attorney in 



Denver, Colorado, and a former Assist ant U. S. Attorn ey. 

^was in 



contacted this office and stated that 
Denver and was fearful for his life and wanted to contact the 
FBI. 



On December 26, 1962. 

visited the Denver Office and advised he was the ''Head of the 
John Birch Society at 



b6 
b7C 



] and that as a result of his 



installing a sign, described above, he has received certain 
harassment. He stated that on four or five occasions unknown 
individuals had attempted to burn the sign and that on three 
occasions he had received a phone call from some unknown man 
who made sarcastic remarks. [ 
operate in any way with the FBI. 



j said he would co- 




- Bureau 
1 - Denver 



ft 



17 J AN 17 '553 




DN 62-1623 



Mr„| | was specifically advised that if he 

is fearful for himself and his family and wanted protection 
for his property, he should contact the local law enforcement 
officials o 

He stated he had contacted Sheriff 1.6. ORMSBEE, 
Kit Carson County, Colorado. lie stated he has not received 
any satisfaction from Sheriff ORMSBEE . 



Mr, | | was then told that perhaps he should 



contact his local district attorney. He stated that he would. 

The above is being furnished for the Bureau's 
information in ord er to reco rd that there is a John Birch 
Society located in l I Colorado. It is to be noted 



further from a newspape r clipping of the "Denver Post" dated 
December 20, 1962, that | [told the newspaper reporter 

th at there ar e from seven to fifteen members in the chapter 
in 



It is also reported in the December 20, 1962, issue 
of the "Denver Post" that DONALD V.JfV01ffiIA, who identified 
himself as the co-ordinator of the John Birch Society, stated 
there are approximately fifteen separate chapters of the John 
Birch Society i n Colorado . 

No investigation is being conducted regarding the 
John Birch Society; however, any information that comes to 
our attention is being maintained for future reference. 
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HARRY R. SHEPPARD 



Howie Address: 

YUCMPA. CALIF* 



Congress of tje SUniteb States 

l>ou£e of &epre£entatibtsf 
SHasf&fngfon, D. C 



commjtt£e-on appropriations 

Ghairmak, Military Construction 
Department op Defence 



January 23, 1963 



✓ 



Mr. Mohr.. 
Mr. Casper.. 

Mr. QqtvcS§ 
Mr. DolUftfj) 
Mr. Evahi 

Mr. Rosen 



rfr, Trover 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C m 



Dear Ed; 



ALL T| 



Your book titled 



"A Study of Communism" was 
delivered to my office by Mr. Kemp yesterday * Thanjc 
you very much, Ed, for the courtesy extended. 




I aex fr 4 n a 1 ly» f eel that Communism is one of our 
outstanding problems and I am also interested in th#* 
type of internal/^^reat this is presently emanating 



in the so-callt 
gaining in thei] 



B irch Society. They appear to be 
"mei^e^hir) which to me means a rather 




interesting psychological approach emanating from that 
group, that is , the creating of psychological distrust, 
of our form of government by alleging that many \ 
departments of the government are controlled by Com- 
munists or Communist sympathisers. At least the 
Commies have told us that they intend to absorb us , 
destroy us, etc., but the Birchites are doing an 

| extremely destructive internal psychological job. I 
often wonder where they get their funds to prosecute the 
costly operations they are conducting, I feel sure 

I you and your Bureau are conversant with the entire 
oicture . 



I would like an opinion from you pertaining to that 
organization either officially or unofficially unless you 
feel it is not within your purview to express your comments 
pertaining tp the Birchites . . 




55FEB141963 r r " 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover January 23, 1963 

My compliments for the wonderful job you and your 
Bureau have always done and extending to you personally 
my best wishes for your continued success, I am 



Yours cordially, 



HRS/B 




* ^nOHM to***. NO. to 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMI 

Memorand&n 



TO 



prom : 



Mr, DeLoach 
D. C. Morre 




subject: 



date: 1-28 
all ik^c^^t 7 ^! con* 
DAT S 

CONGRESSMAN HARRY R. SHEPPAKD 




Congressman Sheppard wrote January 22nd and thanked the 
Director for having delivered to his office a copy of ,f A Study of Communism. M 
. He stated that he feels communism is one of our outstanding problems but is 
so interested in the type of internal threat emanating from the so-called 
^Ij^irch Society. He wonders where the Birchites get their funds and believes 

they are doing"an extremely destructive internal psychological job. He is sure 
the Bureau is conversant with the entire picture and would like the Director's 
opinion pertaining to the organization either officially or unofficially unless the 
Director feels it is not wittiin his purview to express such comments. 

Congressman Sheppard extends his compliments for the wonderful 
job the Director and the FBI have always done and he extends to the Director 
best wishes for continued success. 

Bufiles indicate that Congressman Sheppard (Democrat-California) 
was elected to the 75th Congress on 11-3-36, and re-elected to succeeding 
Congresses- Over the years our contact with him has been somewhat limited. 
He has expressed on occasion admiration for the FBI and the Director and was 
sent an autographed copy of T, Masters of Deceit" for which he thanked the Director 
by letter dated 4.-4-62. Inspector Edward C. Kemper delivered a copy of 
M A Study of Communism" to the Congressman on 1-22-63. 

To a regular correspondent, we would advise of the confidential 
nature of FBI files pursuant to Department of Justice regulations and also that 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
suchj does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 

OBSERVATION: 




Since our only reply to inquiries of this type is a negative reply, 
it is believed it could be handleti more diplomatically throughpersonal contact. 



i>/0 

1 - Mr. De Loach - Enclosir^yj. RECORDED ;10 FEB 7 19 



167 FEB 7 1963 
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Morrell to DeLoach memo 

Re: CONGRESSMAN HARRY R» SHEPPARD 

1-28-63 



RE C OMME NDATION : 



That someone in your (Mr. DeLoach) office contact the 
Congressman or a member of his staff and orally acknowledge the letter to 
the Director. He should be thanked for his kind comments and best wishes 
and diplomatically advised of the confidential nature of Bureau files and the 
fact that we do not make evaluations. He should be further advised that the 
FBI has not investigated the John Birch Society. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 



# 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, RICHMOND (100-9991) - C - 



date: 2/3/63 



k6 subject: 

b7C 



ROBERT H^/ELCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING- 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



ALL INFO r "- T ^ T GOTO EOT 

HEREIN To ■ ■ ^T o l&L&D 



Re SAC Letter Number 59-13 dated 3/10/59, requesting 
that information concerning the activities of WELCH be brought 
to the attention of the Bureau. 



On 1/30/63, [ 



Francis C. Hammond High School, Alexandria, Virginia, made 
available a picture post card, the face of which carries a 
glossy photograph of the U. N. Building, New York City and 
is captioned fJ The House That Hiss Built". A small gummed 
sticker is pasted on the front of the" card and written on 
there is fl get US out**. The address side of the card carries 
the following legend: l? 0n December 10, 1961, the forty-six 
civilian doctors of Elizabethville , Katanga, sent the fol- 
lowing telegram to UN Acting Secretary-General U Thant: 
f We regret your shameful He that your mercenaries do not shoot 
at Red Cross vehicles. You will have a right to talk about 
such things when you have spent nights with us in our hos- 1 
pitals bombed by your faithless and lawless ruffians T . 3y 

By all means let T s give Communist China a seat in 
the United Nations — our seat! And since we do not want the 
Red Chinese coming to New York, let T s ask.- them to move UN., 
headquarters to Peiping or Moscow where it really belongs. 
Get US out! Copyright 1962 by AMERICAN OPINION Belmont 7$, 
Massachusetts 11 ♦ 




^)~BuJ^e^iu 3 Kt 
-Richmond W A? 



(4) 



5 4 FEB 181963 




RH 100-9991 



| | stated that the seven cards received 

by the teachers of Hammond High School were all postmarked 
at Alexandria , V irginia , on January 3 , 1963 • The cards 
were sent anonymously aWaddressed to the following seven 
teanhers: I I , 



7^ ^T" 

v The post card is being retained in the files 
of the Richmond Division. No further investigative action 
is contemplated in this matter UACB. 



2/15/63 



ri Airtol 

To: fi$£ Miami 
from: Director, FBI 

-A £L b6 
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delfliciit - 
Moiir _ „ 
Casper _ 
Collation . 




RESEARCH (COlUUBSPOMXMOfCS AMD TOURS) AU, t r 
BODKD3/M/W J 




Baol oio * w two coH— d * tetter from cmpticmd 
iwttrlduoi wJio mint 1m MMHfltfl 



T« an iMtnwtod to km ter nrwwnlnl wd b«r tetter 
orally *ctaow1n%»n A* ■bomU bt adrteod wo rofrot wt aro uaabte to 
tmXp har to vftrw af tt# aaafMwttai utter* of Bum ftloo tad ataao wo do 
not mote ojate attaw t g* orgaateattoai. afc* ahaald a* fortaor adhriaad tint 

^Jw^ Jfjw^( IAp^ ^flgg^igwfl^JUgJf gggg) JggTSPWtg^JgpttflU ^iww^ JFwB^Hft i&Uit^do^ j3^H5ggStj^fc 



UmIU am to to ftmlafccd, UMlar afcor* caption, tonaeh 

th* B>mi ao Ut«r tkaa V*VW. 
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Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



Date: 2/23/63 

PLAIN TEXT 




(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



"ftjr. Rosen.. 



IV.tr. Sullivan. 

ftfr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter_. 
Tble. Room 



Miss- Hokn^=.=^- 

Miss Gandy 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (80-1039) ( RUC ) 

SUBJECT: MRS. JOHN ^^CHEIDEGGER 
STUART, FLORIDA 

RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 

ALL INFOFMATXCvJ CONTAINED 

(i T; -~,.,. : . .... , " '. .... .1'^," 



ReBuairtel, 2/15/63. 



Indices of the Miami Division fail to reveal any 
reference. identifiable with captioned individual. 

On 2/21/63, Mrs. JOHN H. SCHEIDEGGER was contacted 
at her residence a t Route 2, Box 420-D, Stuart a Fla., by SA b6 

J Her letter of 2/7/63 was acknowledged and b7C 
sne was aavisea chat we regret we are unable to be of assistance 
in this matter in view of the confidential nature of Bureau files. 
She was also advised that the FBI does not make evaluations of 
organizations and that the FBI is not conducting an investigation 
of the John Birch Society. 



Mrs. SCHEIDEGGER was very cordial and expressed 
appreciation for the prompt acknowledgement -of her letter. 
She stated that she understands the reason that the files of 
the FBI must be confidential and indicated her respect for the 
Director and his organization. She said that the district 
president of the PTA had advised her of the proper manner in 



problem. 




& tk^W^i^£SjlSS^ le the issue of the John Birch Society should 
/%ft^/0ra ^Occasion arise and she now feels that it will not be a 
eo-n problem. 1^ 

P 3 \ yr« W* 



11 FEB 




5 5 A 



MM 80-1039 

Mrs. SCHEIDEGGER was advised that in the future 
if the FBI could be of any assistance within the scope of 
its jurisdiction, that we would appreciate hearing from her. 
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